


38 Ofjgnale MONTANA



DO WE THE |,
PEOPLE CLING




WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES...
AHHH, THAT HAS SUCH A MELODIOUS RING—POWERFUL,
RESONANT, COMFORTING. WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES HAVE RIGHTS THAT DEFINE US, MAKE US MORE FREE
AND...MORE RESPONSIBLE. WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO BE
INFORMED, TO DEFEND OUR FREEDOMS, TO SERVE A CAUSE
GREATER THAN OUR OWN. DOUGLAS MACARTHUR SAID, *
NO MAN IS ENTITLED TO THE BLESSINGS OF FREEDOM UN-
LESS HE BE VIGILANT IN ITS PRESERVATION.”

How important is the Second Amendment, which
defines our gun rights? Americans, in general, are not a Harvey-
Milquetoast citizenry and the majority will be happy to tell
you, ‘Don’t mess with our guns’ In Montana where we pride
ourselves in our Western heritage,
our fierce independence, our
tough and capable men, women
and children, and our elk, buffalo,
grizzlies and wolves; perhaps the
right to bear arms is even a tiny
bit higher on our list of freedom
priorities.

Montana’s  Congressman
Denny Rehberg said, “The right to
bear arms is at the very foundation
of the freedom that we all enjoy.”

Governments all  over
the world have forbidden their
citizens to bear arms. Are they
safer? Freer? Great Falls Police
SWAT

member Jesse Slaughter said, “In

Department’s team
those countries honest citizens
can’t defend themselves. The criminals will have guns.”

What’s happening nationwide? The sale of guns and
ammunition skyrocketed and the entire shooting industry
has thrived since the last election. NRA Headquarters reports
membership has increased by hundreds of thousands to over
four million. Attendance at Gun Shows—way up. Concealed
Carry Weapons classes suddenly filled nationwide. According
to Justice Department statistics, concealed-weapon permits
issued in Montana jumped by 27% in the last year.
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Montana Congressman Denny Rehberg

Concealed Carry Weapons

In Montana it’s unlawful to
carry or bear a concealed handgun
without a permit to carry. The
prohibition does not apply to peace
officers; a person who is outside
the official boundaries of a city or
town; or who is lawfully engaged in
hunting, fishing, trapping,camping,
hiking, farming, ranching or other
outdoor activity in which weapons
are often carried for recreation or
protection; or the carrying of arms
on one’s own premises.

To obtain a permit,
besides age, citizen and resident
restrictions, a person must
complete a course or have had law enforcement or military
training with qualified firearm operation, including handguns.

Jesse Slaughter and Brian Black, both members of
the GFPD’s SWAT Team and both highly trained firearms
instructors, teach Concealed Carry Weapons classes at the Great
Falls Shooting Sports Complex.
Not all

trainers are created equally. This

classes and firearms
is a professionally run class with
high expectations of its students.
Participant Steve Schroeder from
Helena said, “If I need to use force,
Iwant to know very clearly what the
law is and how to use the weapon
properly and safely.” He researched
classes that were serious about
teaching because he was serious
about learning.
Students taking this

course stated two motives:
self-defense and the perceived
Courtesy Rehberg Office UNICETAINLY Of losing the right to
obtain a license. The purpose of
carrying a concealed weapon is
deterrence of crime and self-defense. 40 States have Right-to-
Carry Laws (RTC). The NRA’s RTC Summary states that in 2007
(most recent year with complete data), RTC states had lower:
violent crime rates by 24%, murder by 28%, robbery 50%, and
aggravated assault 1%. Florida, with the most permits issued
had only .01% revoked due to gun crimes.

Two of the most important issues addressed in the

class are mindset and legal issues. Jesse says a person has to
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have the mindset to know and understand the situation and
recognize danger signs. In assessing the circumstances they
have to be aware of the imminent danger, weapon involved, and
appropriate distance from an adversary, which varies according
to the threat and a person’s ability and instincts.

Jesse teaches mindset and assessment of threat by
using a color code of awareness: yellow is relaxed awareness,
just knowing what’s going on around you; orange is when you
perceive danger; red—you are involved in danger. For police
officers, awareness is especially critical and becomes fairly
automatic, but anyone carrying a concealed weapon has to have
an alert mindset.

Brian Black gives specific one-on-one coaching in a Concealed

Carry Weapons class. Mike Milburn

They also go over the Montana Code Annotated, which spells
out prohibited places to carry a concealed weapon. Carrying
an alternate source of protection such as a key chain with O.C.
(pepper) spray is recommended as well.

Basic skills, and safety are emphasized. There is zero
tolerance for safety violations. If a student breeches safety they
are out of the class and out their fee; $110 plus a $10 rifle range fee.
Inaddition, County sheriffs in Montana charge a $50 application

The right to bear arms is at the very foundation

Ofthefreedom that we all enjoy. —CONGRESSMAN DENNY REHBERG

Brian teaches legal issues and use of force. He said, they
don't give legal advice, but they give the street cop interpretation
of legal use of force. Both having been involved in deadly force
encounters, they have a unique perspective and understand the
importance of being able to articulate a reasonable and prudent
reason for the use of deadly force. It’s broken down into four
categories: 1. Opportunity—is the adversary in a position to
do you harm 2. Capability—does the aggressor physically
pose an immediate threat 3. Jeopardy—are you in peril and
4. Preclusion—does the situation preclude any other option?

fee to conduct background checks with local, state and federal
governments. Some states require an FBI background check.

What is the best firearm to carry? Jesse says everyone has
his or her own personal preference, but one of the most popular
is the Ruger LCP (light compact pistol). It’s a quality pistol, with
a thin profile and light recoil. Some prefer a revolver over an
automatic.

Are fears of the erosion of Second Amendment Rights
grounded? An example of anti-gun legislation that rears it’s
ugly head is H.R.45, the Blair Holt Firearm Licensing and
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Record of Sale Act which would establish a nationwide system
for prohibiting unlicensed gun ownership. If approved, the
law would require gun owners to apply for five-year licenses to
own firearms, and would give the U.S. Attorney General broad
authority over the program.

Congressman Rehberg recently addressed the bill on
the House Floor. In part he said, “Madam Speaker, a few weeks
ago, I stood on the floor of the House of Representatives to
express the outrage I'm hearing from Montanans regarding
H.R. 45 and similar bills that erode our Second Amendment
rights and make eventual confiscation of firearms easier. Even
gun-control advocates understand that this bill goes too far.
They promise that H.R. 45 will never pass. Notice, they don’t
say it shouldn’t pass—only that it won’t. Some of my colleagues
here in Washington, D.C. wish it could pass. And that’s why it
remains so important to stand our ground against The Blair
Holt’s Firearm Licensing and Record of Sale Act and similar
measures.

“Thomas Jefferson wrote, “The price of freedom is eternal
vigilance! While public outcry has made H.R. 45 a politically
unattractive proposal for now, make no mistake about it: if
we ease back, even for a moment, opponents of the Second
Amendment will take advantage...”

In America, just as Jesse and Brian teach in their
Concealed Carry class, we too, need an alert mindset of
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Final instructions are given by Jesse Slaughter after four hours
of classroom training before firearms are allowed on the scene

in a CCW class.

Mike Milburn

awareness to defend our rights and freedom. James Madison
said, “I believe there are more instances of the abridgement of
freedom of the people by gradual and silent encroachment of
those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations.”

When it comes to guns, there will never be a consensus
on which gun(s) is the best to own. (My husband contends that
you need one for every possible eventuality.) But in America as
long as we remain a strong nation, there will be a consensus by
the majority that our right to bear arms is carved in stone. And,
yes we do cling to our guns and our rights. M

~Carleen Milburn documents the landscape, art,
and people of the West for national and regional
publications. She lives with her husband on a small
ranch in the Missouri River Valley.



